Abstract. Activated T cells, T-cell 
Abstract. Activated T cells, T-cell (Burman & Baker 1985) . Thyrotropin receptor antibodies (TRAb), circulating immune complexes (AgAb), changes in the pro¬ portion of T-cell subsets in the circulation, and more recently, the presence of activated cells (Jackson et T-cell subpopulations T-cell subsets were evaluated using 3, OKT4 and OKT8 antibodies (Ortho Diagnostics) in order to show the total T-cell population, the helper/inducer and the suppressor/cytotoxic T-cell subsets, respectively. The determination of cell surface antigens was carried out using an indirect established immunofluorescence tech¬ nique (Sensi et al. 1984 (Di Mario & Guy 1984b) and tested with a procedure described elsewhere (Sensi et al. 1984 ). Since activated T-cell values are positively skewed in the normal population, the 90th percentile was selected as the limit of positivity for these assays. (Fig. 2) .
A trend for enhanced 4F2-positive lymphocyte numbers in relation to a decreasing level of ClqAgAb was significant (P < 0.05, C) (Fig. 3) . The correlation between the 4F2-positive cells and the thyrotropin receptor antibody index (%) in newly diagnosed Graves' patients.
There was a positive trend for increased TRAb values according to increasing soluble immune complexes as evaluated by the Clq method (P < 0.02, C) (Fig. 4) . 
Experiments in vitro
The results of the in vitro study are shown in Little is yet known about the functional char¬ acteristics of 4F2-positive cells. The antigen is newly synthesized and is one of the first to be expressed on activated lymphocytes (Sensi et al. 1984 
